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Representative John H. 
Dent: 


This is your congressman, John H. Dent, from Pennsylvania. | bring you 
greetings today from Washington where I'm standing by, hoping to be 
able to work out certain differences that we're having with the Senate 
on the question of minimum wage and maximum hour legislation. | 
regret exceedingly that | cannot be with you in person. And | 
appreciate the invitation to be with you. There's nothing | would 
rather do than to be down there with you all enjoying that sunshine. 
Of course, we have a little it up here, too, at this moment. I'm sure 
that you realize that without the very effective and constructive help 
of the Teamsters and their affiliates, in this fight for a new minimum 
wage bill in the Congress, that it would have been impossible to have 
achieved as much as we were able to do. We have, for the first time in 
many years, succeeded in getting this basic coverage of over 8 million 
new workers in the United States. This means that 8 million more 
Americans will be covered by the umbrella of federal statute, 
protecting them in the hours of labor and in the minimum basic pay. It 
isn't as much as we should have or as we will get at some later date, 
but it is a milestone in the fact that we have, for the first time, covered 
employees who work in agriculture. This is a long step towards that 
day when we will have universal coverage under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. And in all of this fight, throughout the very many 
months of hearings and discussions and compromises and personal 
interviews, I've always been supported all along the way by your 
organization. In fact, without your support, | am sure that it would 
have been an extremely hard job to have ever covered agricultural 
workers or to have covered hospital workers and federal employees 
who are not under the wage and hour legislation the federal 
employees who are not covered by civil service are now protected by 
this act. We've gone into many areas for the first time in the history 
we're covering tipped employees, no matter where they are, whether 
they run taxicabs or they work in restaurants or in hotels. We believe 
that this is the greatest coverage ever extended in the history of fair 
labor standard legislation. And | am only sorry that | have not been 
able to work out my schedule in order to join with you during this so- 
called holiday that Congress is having for some their holidays and for 
some others, it just means a little quieter atmosphere to work in. | 
assure you that | will not give up until we work to the fullest in getting 
by a bill in the Senate that will be as near to that which we passed in 
the House as it's humanly possible to do so. Right now, an amendment 
that you're vitally interested in has been added by the Senate. This is 
one that I'm fighting. It's an amendment that would give back to the 
canners another ten-week exemption that unlimited overtime. This, | 
believe, is one of the basic faults with this legislation. There are too 
many, entirely too many loopholes that no longer can be justified by 
the economics of our nation and the needs and demands of the day. 
Therefore, with your help and with the help of many other 
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conscientious Americans, we hope that this year a fair labor standard 
legislation will be one of the best pieces of legislation passed during 
this session of Congress. Again, my regrets that | cannot be with you, 
but | pray that you will have a successful convention, that you will 
enjoy yourselves and do your job as you need to do it and to get home 
safely. Thank you for listening. 


